
St. Helens School District 
GOOD NEWS!

St. Helens School District | 474 N. 16th Street | 503-397-3085 | www.sthelens.k12.or.us

Kindergarten students at Columbia City Elementary are on the 

lookout for lost gingerbread cookies that ran away. Students made 

traps and created lost posters to catch them.
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All through my years in high school, this year a senior, Mr. McQueen has
always supported me and pushed me to be my very best self. My first year
here I was caught up with the wrong crowd and he quickly noticed that I
was a different person when I was in a room without them. He went on to
actually change a class that I was in, that causing a couple other periods
to be changed, resulting in me not having any classes with those friends
anymore. I was furious and thought, “how can they do this to me . . . this is
so unfair”. The school refused to change my classes back. Little did I know
that it was the best thing that ever happened to me. My teachers
immediately noticed a difference with my performance in class and
activities. Later on, with his help, I came to terms that I needed to distance
myself from that group of toxic people.  
 
I do not know where I would be right now if Mr. McQueen did not take
action in my life as he did. His altruistic and diligent spirit is what continues
to inspire me every day. He has become like a father figure to me and for
these past 4 years, he has done more for me than he will ever know. 

MARK MCQUEEN 

Les Schwab 

Tire Less Teacher 



McBride Elementary welcomed SHPD 

to come have lunch as a thank you for 

all they do for our community.



EVERY DAY MATTERS 
Did you know there’s a really close connection between school 

attendance and student success? Students who are chronically 

absent (that means they miss 10 percent of the year for excused 

or unexcused reasons) are much more likely to struggle in school 

and even have more trouble graduating. It makes sense because 

every day builds on the one before, making it easy to fall behind. 

Get tips on how to improve your 

child’s attendance at 

every-day-matters.org.

#EveryDayMatters #Attendance

http://www.every-day-matters.org/


Congratulations to Noelle Freshner on her recognition as the Band Director
who makes a difference in the State of Oregon. 
 
Now over two decades old, School Band and Orchestra Magazine’s “50
Directors Who Make a Difference” report continues to shine a light on
outstanding music educators from each of these United States. 
 
Again, SBO painstakingly reviewed hundreds of nominations. This is the
most fun we have every year, and also the very hardest issue to produce. 
 
Music is very special to people. Directors were nominated by students both
former and current colleagues, musical instrument retailers, band parents,
administrators, friends, former band directors, who might have even taught
them, and sometimes a spouse of a director who admires the hard work
and dedication their other half gives to their school music programs. 
 
The nomination stories submitted are moving, heartfelt, and often very
personal pleas from the nominator to recognize their director for the work
they do. We wish we could do an issue and just honor all the people
submitted at once. Our final selections have been made, but it was not
easy. Nominees not chosen this year will be held over into next year’s
submissions for consideration again. 
 
As we do with each of these special issues, each director is asked to tell us
of their proudest teaching moments, how they hope to make a difference in
students’ lives, and the most important lessons are that they try to teach
their students. (School Band and Orchestra Magazine 2018) 

School Band and Orchestra Magazine's 

 

 "50 Directors Who Make a Difference"



SHSD staff 
members 

participated 
in Wellness 
Wednesday 

activities.



St. Helens High School Voce 
members singing at the St. Helens 

Police Donut Day.



https://goo.gl/forms/R8OPjk6v2kDvjlAy1


AUDITIONS ON 

JUNE 21, 9AM-5PM 

WALK-INS WELCOME

Must be free for 

rehearsals on 

Saturday mornings

Current Construction at Columbia 

County Education Campus (CCEC)



Current Construction at 

St. Helens Middle School


